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thought fit, the Princes have safeguarded, nay, more than
safeguarded, their special rights of Sovereignty and in-
tegrity of their dynasties and the character of their ad-
ministrations. Is it necessary to go further and deliberately
weaken the Federation ? "
Indeed, a careful study of the White Paper proposals
would show that the terms offered to the Princes were over-
whelmingly in their favour. In regard to the administrative
relations between the Federal Government and the States
and also to the financial adjustments, the interests of the
Princes had been jealously safeguarded. And yet they
were not quite sure of what might be the ultimate result of
their entry into the Federation !
In a frank statement, Sir Mirza M. Ismail, Dewan of
Mysore (a premier State), wrote :
" . . . We have been held in tutelage till now. The
Mysore Treaty gives full expression to the measure of the
paternal guidance that was thought necessary for an Indian
State at the time of the rendition of the State in 1881. In
the past half-century we have grown up ; the State has
long enjoyed the reputation of being the * model State ' in
India ; and we feel that the time has come for it to be taken
out of leading strings." l
Thus we see, on the one hand, the Princes' desire to be
free from " tutelage " of the Paramount Power and to have
the questions of subsidies and cessions of jurisdictions
settled in an equitable manner; on the other, their fear that
the conflict between their nominees and the progressive
elements from British India in the Federal Chambers might
offer fresh and recurring stimulants to the influence of the
Nationalist movement in their States. Should the position,
for instance, of the Congress Party become dominant within
the Federal Chambers, it might be difficult for the nominees
of the States to resist British Indian political manoeuvres.
The Princes had to take into consideration the growing
1 Morning Post, July 19, 1934.

